
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

IN SUPREME COURT 

CX-89- 1863 

PROM'IILGATION OF AMENDMENTS 
TO THE MINNESOTA GENERAL RUL.ES OF PRACTICE 
FOR THE DISTRICT COURTS 

ORDER 

111 its report filed Nove~uber 6,2007, the Supre~ne Court Advisory Collullittee 

on the General Rules of Practice reco~~llnellded amendments to the General Rules of 

Practice for t11e District Courts. This Court established a deadline of Decenlber 14, 

2007, for submitting co~runents on the proposal. The Supre~ne Court llas reviewed 

the proposals and the submitted collu~lents, and is fully advised in the premises. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. The attached amendments to the General Rules of Practice for the District 

Courts be, and the same hereby are, prescribed and pro~llulgated to be 

effective on January 1,2008. 

2 ,  The attached amendments shall apply to all actioils pendiilg 011 the effective 

date and to those filed thereafter. 

3. The inclusion of Advisory Conul~ittee c o ~ ~ u l ~ e n t s  is made for convenience and 

does not reflect court approval of the comments made tilerein. 

4. The State C0u1.t Adi~linistrator's Office Child Support Magistrate staff shall 

work with the Minnesota Department of Hunlan Services Child Support 

Enforce~llent Division, the Ailoka County Attorney's Office, and other 

interested individuals to resolve outstanding issues regarding expedited 

process rules and sub~nit a revised proposal to the advisory collunittee. 



5. The State Court Administrator's Office Interpreter Progranl shall work wit11 

the Judicial Coullcil to address concerns regarding recording of interpreted 

testilno~iy as discussed in the advisory coilunittee r.eport and the commellts 

sub~nitted in respol~se thereto. 

DATED: - ,2007 
BY THE COURT: - 
Russell A. Anderson 
Chief Justice 
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Amendments to the General Rules o f  Practice for the District Courts: 

[Note to publishers: Deletions are indicated by a line drawn through the text; 

additions are underlined.] 

RULE 114-APPENDIX 

CODE OF ETHICS 
ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURE 

Rule 11. Procedure 
X X * 

B. The State Court Adnlinistrator's Office, in coniunction with one 

ADR Review Board menlber shall review the conlplaint and reconu~~end +e 

detemke whether the allegations(s), if true, constitute a violation of the Code of 

Ethics, and whether to refer the complaint to mediation. The State Coult 

Adnlinistrator's Office and ADR Review Board nlenlber lllay also request 

additional information froill the conlplainant if it is necessary prior to malcin~ a 

recomnlendation. 

C .  If the allegations(s) of the complaint do not constitute a violation of 

the Code of Ethics, the complaint shall be dismissed and the complainant and the 

neutral shall be notified in writing. 

D. If IkclB-t the allegation[s) of the complaint, if true, 

constitute a violation of the Code of Ethics, the Board will unde~talte such review, 

investigation, and action it deenls appropriate. 111 all such cases, the Board shall 

send to the neutral, by certified nlail, a copy of the complaint, a list identifying the 

ethical rules which may have been violated, and a request for a written response to 

the allegations and to any specific questions posed by the Board. It shall not be 



considered a violatior1 of Rule 114.08(e) of the Minnesota General Rules of 

Practice or of Rule IV of the Code of Ethics, Rule 114 Appendix, for the neutral to 

disclose notes, records, or recollections of the ADR process colllplained of as part 

of the complaint procedure. Except for good cause showrl, if the neutral fails to 

respond to the complaint in writing within thirty (30) days, the allegations(s) shall 

be deemed admitted. 

E. The comolainant and neutral may agree to mediation or the State 

Court Administrator's Office or Board, -t it- ]nay refer them 

eew&w+& itit$ d to mediation col~ducted by a w h & e w  qualified neutral to 

resolve the issues raised by the complainant. Mediation sllall proceed only if both 

the colnplainant and neutral consent. If the cor~lplairlt is resolved through 
. . 

mediation, -the conlplaint shall be dismissed, ullless the 

resolution includes sa~lctiolls to be imposed by the Board. If no agreerllent is 

reached ill mediation, the Board shall determine whether to proceed further. 
j; :I: :# 

Advisoiv Conioliltee Conio~enls-2007 An~esdmc~~ ts  

Rule 11. B. is aincnded in 2007 lo iiiitvlemenl a streamlined process so ll ial 
one AOR Review Board mcniber loaellier will1 slate coun adniinislration staff 
can make iiiilial dctcrminatioiis. Tliis will allow tlie tvrocess to proceed inste;ld 
of ~vailiiic for iiionililv board mcclinas. Rule 1I.E. i s  :lmended to clarirv that 
$lie parties niav voluntarilv elect iiredk~tion in addition to mediation beinc 
offered by tile Board 

Rule IV. Confidentiality 
* * *  

D Accessibility to records maintained by district court administrators 

relating to complaints or sanctions about neutrals -h shall 

be consistent with this rule 



Advisorv Committee Comments-2007 Amendments 

Rule IV. 0. is amended in 2007 to ciarifv that accessibilitv to district 
court infomiation about sanctions is consistent with Rule 114 for ail neutrals. 
In addition to niaintainine local rosters of parentine tinie expediters, dlstrict 
couns receive notice of sanctions irn~osed by the AOR Review Board. 

RULE 302. COMMENCEMENT; CONTINUANCE; 

TIME; PARTIES 

Rule 302.01 Commencen~ent of Proceedings 
* $1: :I: 

(6) Joint Petition. 

(1) No su~ll~ilons shall be required if a joint petition is filed. 

Proceedings shall be deemed commenced whe11 both parties have signed the 

verified petition. 

(2) Where the parties to a proceeding agree on all pepe&y issues, 

?7ii%e4- t= 2 CC . . , the 

parties lilay proceed using a joint petition, agreement, and,judgment and decree for 

ii~arriage d i sso l~~t ion~ -w 
w- 

(3) Up011 filing of the "Joint Petition, Agreement and Judgnlent 

and Decree," and Form I 1.1 appended to Title I of these rules, and a Notice to the 

Public Authority if required by M~IIII. Stat. $ 5 18A.44 w, the court 

administrator sllall place the illatter 011 the appropriate &fa& calendar fef 

-pursuant to Minn. Stat. 5 518.13, subd. 5. A Certificate 

of Representation and Parties and documents required by Rules 306.01 and 306.02 

shall not be required if the "Joint Petition, Agreenlent and Judgment and Decree" 

imwde- published by the state court adniinistrator is used. 

(4) The state court administrator shall maintain, publish and 

re~ularly update. or provide references to, forms that may be used by parties for 



pumoses of this rule. Court Adlllinistrators in each Judicial District shall malce the 
. . fon17S rn fc: P k m g e  

P available to the public at a reasonable cost+ 

Advisorv Committee Comments-2007 Amendmenls 

Rule 30Xb) is amended to exoand tlle availability of the sbeamiined 
procedure allowine a marriare dissolution to proceed bv use o f  a sinale 

with no children: the aniendment allows its use in niarriaae dissolution 
proceedings with cl~ildren where the uarties have aareed on all issues. The 
conibiiied form uerniits the uarties to ~ ioceed more exueditiouslv and niake it 
easier for tile warties and the court to veril'v tllat the iudament and decree to be 
entered bv the coltrt conforms to the uanies' aareenienl. 

The rule also deletes tile reference to tlie former Rule 12 as Dart o f  a 
!ri!!,$!~nn to nniiitnin titactice forn~rclated lo n x t c c  i~ndcr the ntlec b m u ~  
admitlistmiion and o \ o t l n l ~ l e _ o ~ . ~ v ~ ~ f i ~ ~ . ~ ~ . ~ l ~ ~  L y ~ r t y .  nico~.rts.aovl r3thcr 
than as Dart o f  the rule. 

Rule 303.02 Form of Motion 
:I: * :k 

(b) Application for Temporary Relief. When temporary financial 

relief is initially requested, such as child support, maintenance and attorney's fees, 

tile application for temporary relief forni develo~~ed bv the state court 

administrator -- shall be served and filed 

by the moving and responding parties. Additional facts, lililited to relevant and 

~ilaterial matters, sllall be added . . to the applicatioll for111 or by - 

supplemental affidavit. Sanctions for failure to col~lply include, but are not limited 

to, the striking of pleadings or hearing. 



Rule 304.02 The Party's Informational Statement 

(a) Timing. Within 60 days after filing an action or, if a te~llporary 

hearing is scheduled within 60 days of the filing of the action, then within 60 days 

after a temporary hearing is initially scheduled to occur, whichever is later, each 

party shall submit, on a form to be available fro111 the court and developed by the 

state court administrator 7, the 

information needed by the court to manage and schedule the case. 
* * +  

(c) Uilrepresented Parties. Parties not rep~esented by a lawyer 

use f o r m  developed speciallv bv the state court adnlinistrator for unrep~esented 
. . 

p a l t i e s p -  

Rule ,305.01 Prehearing Statement 

Each paity sllall complete a prehealing conference stateluent substantially in the 

f o ~ m  developed by the state court administrator - 
k s e - d e s  wllich shall be served upon all parties and illailed to or filed with the 

c o u ~ t  at least 10 days prior to the date of the prehearing conference. 

Rule 306.01 Scheduling of Final Hearing 

Except when proceeding under Rule 302.01(b) by Joint Petition, 

Agreement and Judgment and Decree, to place a matter 011 the default calendar for 

final hearing or for approval without hearing putsuant to Minnesota Statutes, 

section 518.13, subdivision 5, the moving party sl~all submit a default scheduling 

~equest  substantially in the forill developed bv the state court adnlinistrator s& 

& and shall comply with the following, as 

applicable: 
* * *  



132 RULE 311. FORMS 

133 The for111s developed by the state court administrator 

134 App- are sufficient under these rules. 

135 Advisorv Commillce Comment 

136 The responsibility for forms development and review is being lianded off 
137 lo tile state courl administrator to perniit more effective forms management and 
138 review This process is already followed Tor the expedited process. Gen R 
139 Prac 379 02 

APPENDIX OF FORMS 

TITLE IV. RULES FOR FAMILY COURT PROCEDURE 

All forms in Title IV are hereby deleted from the rules; the deletiolis are not 

sl~own in strilteout - underline forn~at to conselve space. Dissolution ~OIIIIS are 

culrently maintained on the state court website (www.ml~courts.gov). 

RULE 806. JURY SOURCE LIST 
:,: :,: :,: 

(e) The j u ~ y  comn~issioner shall review the,jury source list once every 

four years for its inclusiveness and the iury pool for its 

representativeness of the adult population in the county and report the results to 

the chief judge of the judicial district. 

(f) If the chiefjudge, or designee, determines that improvement is 

needed in &the inclusiveness of the july source l i s t s  



the replesentativeness of the iury pool, appropriate corrective action shall be 

ordered. 

Advisorv Commitlee Comment-2007 Amendment 

Rules 806(e) & (0 are amended to state the jury commissioner's 
responsibility more precisely Because a jury commissioner does not have 
control over the composition of the jury source list, rlie rule should not impose 
a duty relating to the source list It shifts that responsibili(y, however, to 
require the jury coniniissioner assess tlle representitiveness o f  the jury pool as a 
wholc, not the constiluent lists This amendment is not intended to lessen in 
any way the representiliveness of jury pools Tliis change is similar in purpose 
and form to the emendnient o r  Minn Gen R Prac 803, effective January I ,  
2007. 


